Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PANAMA 06149 262023Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PA-02 INR-07 /024W 

076904 270518Z/14 

R 261950Z AUG 77 
FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3398 
INFO PANCANAL 
USCINCSO 

UNCLAS PANAMA 6149 

DEPT FOR ARA/PAF AND PAN 
USCINCSO FOR J-2 AND PAO 
PANCANAL FOR IO 

EO 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN, PN 

SUBJECT: MEDIA REACTIONS 

FOLG SENT ACTION PRIORITY USINFO WASHDC INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 
AUG 26 RPTD YOUR ACTION/INFO 

QUOTE 

UNCLAS 

SECSTATE FOR ARA/PAF AND PAN 

EO 11652: N/A 

MEDIA REACTION 

1 . PANAMA CITY.— CANAL TREATY: TREATY COVERAGE AUG. 26 LIMITED 
PRIMARILY TO WIRE SERVICE ITEMS FRONT-PAGED ALL PAPERS ON OAS 
INVITATION TO LATAM LEADERS TO ATTEND TREATY SIGNING CEREMONY 
SEPT. 7. OTHER ITEMS INCLUDE REPORTS ON BUNKER/LINOWITZ MEETING 
WITH REAGAN. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 PANAMA 06149 262023Z 


2. ONLY SIGNIFICANT EDITORIAL COMMENT IS IN PRO-GOP CRITICA WHICH 
SAYS THAT TREATY SIGNING WILL BE HONORABLE OCCASION FOR BOTH 
TORRIJOS AND CARTER AND WILL HELP PRESIDENT CONVINCE SENATE 
DOUBTERS: "WE ARE SURE THAT THE LEADER WHO CONTROLS DESTINY OF 
NORTHERN SUPERPOWER WILL TAKE BEST ADVANTAGE OF THIS GRAND ACT 
AND PERHAPS SOME OF UNDECIDED SENATORS WILL LEAN IN FAVOR OF 
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TREATY WHICH ENNOBLES A DECAYING EMPIRE AND DIMINISHES OMINOUS 
TRACES OF DEGRADING PAST." 

3. VANCE IN PEKING: SEMI-INDEPENDENT LA ESTRELLA EDITORIALIZES 
THAT VANCE TRIP TO CHINA IS RESULT OF US DESIRE TO HAVE CLOSER 
RELATIONS WITH PEKING, WHICH WOULD BE ADVANTAGEOUS TO BOTH 
NATIONS. BUT PEKING'S DEMANDS ARE TOO STEEP, SINCE IT WISHES 
US TO "LEAVE IT FREE TO TAKE OVER TAIWAN IN TIME AND FORM WHICH 
IT DEEMS CONVENIENT." ESTRELLA FEARS THAT TAIWAN WILL "NOT 
WAIT PATIENTLY FOR ATTACK FROM TRADITIONAL ENEMIES, WHICH COULD 
PROVOKE SITUATION CAPABLE OF SUBSTANTIALLY ALTERING CURRENT 
PANORAMA OF ASIA... TAIWAN NOW TREATENS NO ONE, CONSTITUTES 
DANGER FOR NO OTHER NATION.. .BUT IF TAIWANESE BELIEVE THEMSELVES 
SERIOUSLY THREATENED AND IN DANGER, NO ONE KNOWS MEASURES WHICH 
THEY, DESPERATE, COULD ADOPT. AND WORLD TODAY, FULL OF TENSION, 

IN LATENT COLD WAR, CANNOT CONFRONT SUCH BOLD EXPERIMENTS WITHOUT 

GREAT RISK." ITEM 

UNQUOTE 

JORDEN 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, AGREEMENTS, CANALS, MINISTERIAL VISITS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 26-Aug-1977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977PANAMA06149 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D77031 0-0493 
Format: TEL 
From: PANAMA 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 977081 9/aaaaapei. tel 

Line Count: 82 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 24d65b52-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION ARA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 08-Dec-2004 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 1468841 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MEDIA REACTIONS FOLG SENT ACTION PRIORITY USINFO WASHDC INFO SECSTATE WASHDC AUG 26 RPTD YOUR ACTION/INFO 
TAGS: SOPN, OVIP, PN, US, CH, (VANCE, CYRUS R) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/24d65b52-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 
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